
OCTOBER 2025GOLDHANGER PARISH MAGAZINE



Page  of 2 40

Submit articles, as PDF to preserve layout or as plain text in an email 
with any images attached, by midnight on the 15th of October. Please 
contact the editors if you have any questions about your article. 

 
Submit advertising (including For Sale and Wanted) by midnight on the 
13th of October please.

Magazine Editors: Stephen & Chris parishmag@goldhanger.org.uk

Advertising (for 
Magazine & Website) Carol advertising@goldhanger.org.uk

130 Years of Goldhanger Parish Magazine
There has been a Parish Magazine since 1895 when the Revd. Frederick 
Gardner started it shortly after being appointed Rector at Goldhanger and 
there have only been a few breaks in publication, most notably during both 
World Wars.

Tide Times
https://www.goldhanger.org.uk/index.html 
https://www.tidetimes.co.uk/maldon-tide-times

For Sale or Wanted - To list your items in the magazine the minimum donation 
is £1 per advert. If you would like to donate more it would always be welcome.
Please note: We cannot guarantee the delivery date of your magazine. Please 
bear this in mind when advertising functions at the beginning of the month. 
Donations: Cheques made payable to Goldhanger Parish Magazine. You 
can also donate online through the Goldhanger website. If you would like to 
pay by BACS please contact the editors.
You can download the Parish Magazine in glorious technicolour each month, 
including back issues, at: https://www.goldhanger.org.uk/parish-mag.html - and 
the links work in the PDFs.

https://www.goldhanger.org.uk/parish-mag.html
mailto:parishmag@goldhanger.org.uk?subject=
mailto:advertising@goldhanger.org.uk
https://www.goldhanger.org.uk/index.html
https://www.tidetimes.co.uk/maldon-tide-times
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Goldhanger Saltworks 
A Goldhanger saltworks was recorded in the 1086 Domesday Book
“Red Hills” close to the seawall are evidence of salt extraction
since the Iron Age and early Roman period. Salt has always been
preservation of fish, meat and cheese and has always had many other uses

The Blackwater Estuary is known to have the saltiest seawater in the UK
a combination of climate and the saltmarsh terrain on the north 
at its saltiest once every two weeks at the high tide so the water is collected 
that time and stored in lagoons and tanks for later processing. 

For hundreds of years the Goldhanger saltworks was located 
close to the Fish Pits and where the Sailing Club is today. It 
early 1800s when a bigger and more efficient plant was built at 
the Goldhanger Road towards Heybridge. The salt from there was 
“Maldon Sea Salt”. In the late 1800s that was replaced by a sa
river in Maldon town centre. This was when cheap salt from Cheshire 
became available and the Maldon Company responded by offer
and cold sea salt baths on the riverside at a time when Spar towns were 

The Company’s fortunes changed again when Delia Smith exto
Maldon Sea Salt in her 1970s BBC TV cookery series and the business has been 
growing ever since, now selling the produce around the world. 
for more seawater in 2006 the Company acquired isolated Lon
eastern edge of Goldhanger parish, and replaced the derelict farmhouse wit
new processing plant which has expanded several times over the years

A planning application in 2024 for a new office and packing facility 
noted that the salt is taken from the Blackwater at Goldhanger
unlike that the product will be renamed “Goldhanger Salt” any time so

The Maldon Saltworks in the 1950s... 

 
the settling tank 

 
the only saltpan the buildings

The Longwick Saltworks today... 

 
one of the 70+ saltpans 

 
a recent building  one of the 

for more about salt extraction from the Blackwater search for:  goldhanger 

www.churchside1.plus.com/Goldhanger-past/Salt.htm
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See Village Hall Calendar for more details of events. 
Pink recycling bags are available 15 minutes before each Parish 
Council meeting every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 7.15pm. 
Purple bags are no longer available. 

Gentle Yoga every Monday 7-8pm

	 Nikki Myers 07963 785718, youtimeyoga@live.co.uk 
Chair Yoga every Wednesday 11am

	 Nikki Myers 07963 785718, youtimeyoga@live.co.uk

Parish Council second Wednesday of the month 7:30-9:30pm

Karate every Thursday 6-8pm

Art Club second Thursday of the month 2-4pm

	 Catherine 01621 788488 
Film Club third Wednesday of the month (except July and August), 
doors open 7pm, film 7:30pm	see advert for details 
Carpet Bowls alternate Fridays from Friday 12th September to April  
2026. 1.45pm to  4.00 pm

Goldhanger Village Hall 
A modern venue for birthday parties, 
discos, children’s parties, quiz nights & 
theme nights.

Comfortably seats 80 people using our 
chairs and tables - you are welcome to 
bring your own enabling you to seat 
more.

Hire charges Goldhanger Resident Rate 
(per hour)

General Rate  
(per hour)

Monday-Friday 9.00 -18.00 £12 £14

18.00 - 23.00 £17 £20

Saturday-Sunday 9.00 - 18.00 £17 £20

18.00 - 23.00 £22 £27

Village Hall Bookings 
Contact Jackie Christy on 788432 or: 
http://www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk/
bookings/#form

Web: www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk 
Facebook: Goldhanger Village Hall 
X: @Goldhanger_VH

http://www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk/calendar/
mailto:youtimeyoga@live.co.uk
mailto:youtimeyoga@live.co.uk
http://www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk/bookings/#form
http://www.goldhangervillagehall.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/GoldhangerVillageHall
https://twitter.com/GoldhangerEssex
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Community Page 

Goldhanger Sailing Club 
www.goldhangersailingclub.org.uk 
All types of sailing, including sailboarding and canoeing, with 
racing organised on Sundays during the season, there is 
something for everyone who loves the water. 

Stamps for the Hospice 
Your used stamps can be dropped in to the Hospice shops in 
Maldon or the Bentalls Centre in Heybridge.  

Maldon District Council Monthly Surgeries 
1st Saturday of the month at the Queens Head 
Tolleshunt D’Arcy. from 12 noon to 1pm. 
Meet Tolleshunt D’arcy and Tollesbury Ward Councillors 
and/or raise issues or problems relating to local council matters. 

Bellringing www.bellringing.org/learntoring/ 
Every Wednesday 7:30pm - 9:30pm and for services on Sundays. 
Newcomers welcome. Contact Sarah Scannell 07789 990942 or 
email goldhangerbells@outlook.com.   

Mother's Union 
4th Friday of each month at 1.45pm at Honywood Hall, Hall Road, 
Great Totham. 

Coffee mornings 
Community Room at St. Peter’s Church on Tuesdays between 
11am and 12noon. Everyone is welcome. Pop along, bring your 
friends, and have a chat over coffee. 

Shanties in the Pub 
Billiards room at the Chequers every other Tuesday (from 12th 
October) from 7pm. 
Just join in the responses or take a lead as you wish. Ooo-Aaaar!

http://www.goldhangersailingclub.org.uk
http://www.bellringing.org/learntoring/
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Our project management team and in-house expert
tradesmen have long been associated with the many fine
historic, churches and listed buildings within the Essex area:

As building contractors we offer: 

Repair and restoration to historical & listed buildings
Contemporary domestic and commercial conversions
Luxury new build extensions
Traditional timber windows and doors
Bespoke joinery and furniture 
Polite tradesmen and minimal disruption 

Esta
bli

shed 
ove

r 1
45

 yr
s

T: 01245 225876
W: www.bakersofdanbury.co.uk
E: info@bakersofdanbury.co.uk

Bakers of Danbury Ltd
High quality craftsmanship

CONSERVATION | RESTORATION | NEW BUILD
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From the Editors

G ala Weekend had lovely weather. 
Sandwiched in between cool and rainy 
days we were rather lucky. There was 

also a great turn out. You can see photos of 
some of the activity on the centre pages of the 
magazine.

There are a number of events coming up as is 
the way with autumn approaching (yes, it’s 

almost upon us as I write). Film Club is showing Mr. Burton (yup, that 
Mr. Burton) on the 15th October. The Harvest Ceilidh is on the 3rd of 
October. A raucous evening to be expected there then! The Essex Gift 
Fair on the 14th October promises a shopping event with some funds 
raised for The Friends of Essex Churches Trust. Just in time for 
Christmas.

On another note, there seem to be a number of road closures and/or 
roadworks coming up around Maldon, so keep an eye out and plan 
journeys accordingly. Remember, other people 
also know your shortcuts so expect increased 
traffic on the back roads.
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Goldhanger Church Services 

Sunday 5th October - 9.30am service 
Sunday 12th October - 10am lay led family service 
Sunday 19th October - 9.30 Rev Michael - communion 
Sunday 26th October - 9.30am service 

Weekday Holy Communion Services 
Weekday Holy Communion service from The Book of Common Prayer 
Every Wednesday at St Nicholas, Tolleshunt D’Arcy at 10.00am 
And every Saturday at All Saints, Little Totham at 5.30pm 
Please get in touch with Rosie Pollock or the churchwardens if you are 
considering baptism for yourself or your children, confirmation, and weddings 
Please contact Rev’d Andrew or Rosie for funeral arrangements. 

Parish Prayers 
If you would like someone, an event or concern, included in church prayers 
please contact Kim Evans on 788698 email kwestwood58@aol.com or George 
Bunting (details on next page). Votive candles are lit at Sunday Services. 

Raise free donations for Goldhanger church through Easyfundraising 
Go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterschurchgoldhanger and 

join for free. 

St. Peter’s Church Book of Remembrance 
If there is someone special you would like to be included, please send an email 
with details to Becky willisbecky@btinternet.com.  There is no charge, but a 
donation to the upkeep of our beautiful church is always very much appreciated. 

Thank you for your support. Please contact Rosie Pollock, for any queries or 
help.

mailto:kwestwood58@aol.com
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stpeterschurchgoldhanger
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St. Peter’s Church Goldhanger

Priest in Charge of 
the Blackwater 
Benefice*

Vacancy

Associate Priests Reverend Andrew 
Vince (Assistant 
Agricultural Chaplain)

Reverend Sarah Clare

07952 144613
andrew.vince15@gmail.com 

07762 840905 / 01621 868819
sarahclare9@gmail.com

Church Wardens: Mr George Bunting

Mrs B Abrey

01621 929690
gvbunting@gmail.com
01206 384394

Safeguarding Officer Vacancy

Benefice 
Administrator

Rosie Pollock

(For weddings, 
baptisms etc). Available 
on Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings

07908 776750

office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.

com

Church flowers Mrs Elaine Clark 788686
elaclark@me.com   

* Goldhanger, Little Totham & Great Totham and Tollesbury, Salcott, Tolleshunt 
D'Arcy and Tolleshunt Major

St. Peter’s Goldhanger website: www.st-peters-church.goldhanger.org.uk

Flags for October

Saturday 11th and 
Sunday 12th October Harvest Festival

mailto:andrew.vince15@gmail.com
mailto:sarahclare9@gmail.com
mailto:gvbunting@gmail.com
mailto:office.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
mailto:elaclark@me.com
http://www.st-peters-church.goldhanger.org.uk
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Goldhanger Village Hall

Plenty of parking behind the hall / lifts available from the village if 
required, contact Jill 07734 069609 or Debbie 788709

Proceeds in support of the Village Hall, Head Street CM9 8AY

pay on the door (card or cash)£8

Based on a remarkable true story, discover how the poor son of a miner 
became one of the greatest actors the world has ever known, with the help 

of an unlikely mentor. 

In the Welsh town of Port Talbot, 1942, Richard Jenkins (Harry Lawtey) lives 
as a wayward schoolboy, caught between the pressures of his struggling 

family, a devastating war, and his own ambitions. However, a new 
opportunity arises when Richard’s natural talent for drama catches the 

attention of his teacher, Philip Burton (BAFTA winner Toby Jones). 

Taking Richard under his wing, the young man thrives thanks to Philip’s 
strict tutelage and the guidance of kindly landlady, Ma Smith (Academy 

Award nominee Lesley Manville). However, as the acting world comes within 
Richard’s reach, the burden of his past risks holding him back forever. 

Wednesday 17th September 
7pm for 7:30pm

Wednesday 15th October
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Tuesday coffee mornings. 
Hi Everyone 
Just an update to let you know that the 
coffee mornings raised £412.00, this is from 
Jan 25 to July 25. 
As you can see this is a wonderful contribution for just an hour every 
week in the community room. 
We welcome everyone, the atmosphere is always relaxed and yes, 
we can all catch up with local gossip!! 
Look forward to seeing any new faces that wish to give it a try. 
Thank you. 
Pam Cook.

Your home
Your care
Your choice

Let's 
chat 01621 983222

alinahomecare.com

 

We offer a wide range of 
award winning home care 

helping you stay 
independent in your own home. 

Our highly trained and 
compassionate carers 

make life easier. 
Choose from regular visits or Live-in care. 
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Advertising Coordinator Required
For your Goldhanger Parish Mag

From December 2025 onwards.
All we ask is for a few hours per month of someone’s spare 
time to take care of the advertising. You don’t need any 
special skills apart from being a bit organised and able to talk 
to customers, and to chase people up for repeat payments.

All current advertisers contacts and names will be passed on 
by Carol with a brief of what is expected to make the 
transition easier.

Please contact Carol at: advertising@goldhanger.org.uk 

We have a volunteer.

More news to follow.

mailto:advertising@goldhanger.org.uk
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WORK 07775 998628

GENERAL ROOF REPAIRS
LEAD WORK & FLASHING
STORM DAMAGE ROOFING

CHIMNEY REPOINTING
FELT ROOFING

SHEDS RE-FELTED
GUTTERING CLEANED OR RENEWED

CLADDING, FASCIAS, SOFFITS
CONSERVATORY REPAIRS

Essex Roong ServicesEssex Roong Services

OFFICE 01376 326163

FREE 
ESTIMATES
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Allotments.


If you would like an allotment 
please phone or e-mail

Clive Cheeseman

cheeseman3@sky.com

01621 788433

 All calls are answered personally
 Confirmed bookings given
 No job too small!

chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk  |  sales@chelmsfordplumbingandheating.co.uk

01245 478588
A trustworthy family run business specialising in Gas, 

Oil, LPG, Electrical & Plumbing services

Boiler Installs, Servicing & Repairs

New Heating Systems

Plumbing Repairs

Electrical Services

CHELMSFORD
P L U M B I N G  &  H E A T I N G

mailto:cheeseman3@sky.com
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GOLDHANGER PARISH COUNCIL 

Notes of the Parish meeting held on the 10th Sept 2025.  Full minutes can be viewed on the website 
or village noticeboard once they have been approved at the next Parish Council Meeting. 

www.parish-council.goldhanger.org.uk 

clerk.gpc@outlook.com 

Planning Decisions by MDC 

25/00560    Foundry Barns, Maldon Road    Approved 

25/00568    Timber Barns Maldon Road       Approved  

25/00603    3 Head Street  Tree	           Approved 

Planning Matters 

New deadline date for responses regarding the Head Street Application for 25 houses – 18th September after 
yellow notices were posted. A meeting had been arranged with two of the MDC officers and a meeting with 
the local MP was still trying to be arranged. 

Thanks were given to the residents group who had collected over 400 individual letters of objection. 

Correspondence 

Letter had been received regarding possibility of metal detecting exercise at the back of the church 

Letter had been received from Village Hall Chairman thanking the Council for the contribution to ongoing 
decoration at the hall 

A letter had been received from MDC regarding the land where the garages had been demolished to the rear 
of Head Street accessible via Hall Estate Road 

Playing Field 

Some work had been completed by the Environment agency   

Speed watch Group  

 It was reported that there were a lot of drivers still speeding, despite Speed Watch presence 

Other 

Asset of Community Value – A new application had been made and a decision would be made by the end of 
the Oct at the latest  

There has been a water leak on the Main Road in front of Benhams Close  

Work on the Fish Street surface water drain started this week 

An attempt was made by Essex and Suffolk Water to sort out a new water supply to number 9 & 11 Fish Street, 
but too much road activity (and lack of notice to residents) meant it has been postponed and likely to occur as 
overnight works. 

Goldhanger Gala Weekend – congratulations to organisers for a good weekend 

Next Meeting on 8th Oct 2025  

http://www.parish-council.goldhanger.org.uk
mailto:clerk.gpc@outlook.com
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SAVE THE DATE! 

LIGHT UP  
 

GOLDHANGER 

2025 
 

CO-ORDINATED LIGHTS SWITCH ON  

MONDAY 1ST DECEMBER 

 
 

Everyone in the village is invited to take part! 

 

More info to follow next month 
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Gala Weekend 2025
The weather was once again kind to us for our Gala weekend on 6th & 7th 
September. It was great to see the village buzzing with life for the whole weekend 
with much loved events such as the Chequers beer festival, BBQ and great live 
music over both days.The classic car & bike displays drew in the crowds with a 
wonderful mix of gleaming vehicles and proud owners. The Art Club exhibited some 
exceptional artwork, many of which were sold, and they were kept very busy serving 
up delicious cakes. The Church's teddy parachute was ever popular, you could hear 
the children cheering from afar and I understand several teddy’s had to be rescued 
from surrounding trees! Bacon rolls were a sell out on Sunday, being served from 
the Square prior to the car club 'Ride Out' and continuing in the Churchyard. We 
were treated to a double helping of Morris dancing in the Square along with our very 
own Goldhanger Shanty Crew, the final Morris dance included audience 
participation - I think we did a pretty good job of co-ordinating batons and feet!

This year we included a few additional events: the scarecrow trail ‘Superheroes and 
Villains’ showed some very creative and imaginative ideas; the Children’s mini 
sports day on the playing field was a great success with both children and their 
parents and nice to see all the village facilities being put to good use; Grown ups 
sports - walking football and tug-of-war attracted the competitive amongst us (and 
the locality) it was great fun for both participants and spectators; Village History 
Tours proved to be particularly popular with many additional people wanting to take 
part over the weekend.

Thank you to everyone supporting and embracing this community event. Specific 
thanks also to: the Gala committee for their enthusiasm and resilience! 😄 ; Carol & 
Suki and the Shanty Crew for their Gala warm up event the weekend before; the 
scarecrow creators; the setting up / taking down teams, all those who organised and 
ran the various activities; to the Hoods and Sackers for allowing us to use their fields 
for parking - such a beneficial village asset and to the first aid volunteers who, 
although were thankfully not called upon, were willing and able! The costs for putting 
these Gala weekends on are increasing due to necessary insurance cover etc. and 
it was the first year we raised money specifically for the Gala. Thanks to the village’s 
wonderful support we raised £600 which covers this years costs and gives us a little 
cushion for planning next year’s Gala, which, for your diaries, is likely to be 5th & 6th 
September 2026.

Here are just a few photos but there are many more covering all the activities on the 
Goldhanger Past website:

http://www.churchside1.plus.com/Goldhanger-past/index.htm
see Recent Village Scenes, go the the bottom of the page for Gala Weekend - 
September 2025 

http://www.churchside1.plus.com/Goldhanger-past/index.htm
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The great thing about stationery shops is they're always in the same place...

Thank you for coming along to support 
the great teddy bear parachute from 
the Church tower.  We had a record 
number of teddies taking the plunge 
this year and as usual there was a 
bacon sandwich and a bucks fizz to 
enjoy.

The event was raising much needed 
funds to look after our church.  Thank 
you to everyone who made it such a 
fun morning.
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Teddies on their way to 
the top of the tower

Teddies waiting 
their turn

Some of the raffle 
prizes this year
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A competitive afternoon  at 
the walking football and tug 
o’ war on the playing field
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HARVEST
CEILIDH

H O M E M A D E  S H E P H E R D ’ S  P I E
H O M E M A D E  D E S S E R T S

B R I N G  A L O N G  D R I N K S ,  G L A S S E S  &
N I B B L E S  E T C

R A F F L E

T I C K E T S  £ 2 2 . 5 0  E A C H
0 1 6 2 1  7 8 8 2 2 5

W I L L I S B E C K Y @ B T I N T E R N E T . C O M

3
OCT

2025

FRIDAY 7PM-10PM

G O L D H A N G E R  V I L L A G E  H A L L

D A N C I N G  T O  M C C O O L  T R A D
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Ministry Team Message 

SO here we are in October….very much a month when little seems to happen.     
     The Last Night of the Proms – the closing act of Summer in my book – is already forgotten. 
     All Saints Day, All Souls Day, Remembrance Sunday and Advent all lie ahead on the path 
to Christmas.      
     Outside the days are growing darker and gloomier (probably! Who dares to predict the 
weather at this time of Global Warming!) The nights are drawing in and I find once again in 
my head the nagging memory of those so evocative words from one of T.S.Eliot’s Preludes: 
“The burnt-out ends of smoky days. 
And now a gusty shower wraps 
The grimy scraps 
Of withered leaves about your feet.” 
     But hey-up! Wait a minute! We’re Christians. With God within us and beside us, there will 
always be hope. The light of His love will shine bright in our hearts in even the darkest days. 
     During the course of this month (Trinity 17) we will hear as a Gospel; reading Luke’s 
account of how Jesus cured ten lepers. One of them returns to thank Jesus who tells him: “Get 
up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 
     This is one of those simple, straightforward little passages in which the miracle seems the 
point. But it’s not really, is it? The true point is the “your faith has made you well.” 
      Jesus presents Himself here as a kind of conduit; He has “cured” the other nine lepers, but 
the one who returned had the faith to cure himself, and it only needed Jesus’s presence for him 
to be able to unlock that faith.       
     We see this happening time and again through the Gospels: The onus is on us. Not on God. 
Not on Jesus. If our Faith is strong enough, if our Belief is good enough, and if our actions act 
out those qualities in our daily lives, we have the means, through God, of overcoming the 
metaphorical ills that daily threaten to drag us down. 
     Act with humility (the message from Trinity 14 and 15); Repent of our sins (Trinity 16); Be 
honest and trustworthy (Trinity 17). 
     Through this period of His mission Jesus is teaching us lessons in the Love of God to 
which we must all adhere if we are, eventually, to enter the Kingdom of God. 
     So, far from being a quiet time in our Christian life, the concluding passage of time in 
Trinity is vital to us.  
     “Not everyone that said to me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that does the will of my Father which is in heaven” we are told in Matthew, Chapter 7, 
verse 21). 
      As we proceed through October, the days ahead may seem dark and in keeping with a 
rather cynical saying I have heard: “Because of budget cuts the light at the end of the tunnel 
has been turned off.” 
     But for us the light of God always awaits.  
     “I am the light of the World,” we find Jesus saying in John Chapter 8. “Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
     And then again, referring directly to us, during the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew Chapter 
5) Jesus declares to His audience: “You are the light of the world…..let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in 
Heaven.” 
     A message to remember as the days are drawing in.
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The Chequers Inn

The Square, Goldhanger, Essex, CM9 8AS

Tel: 01621 788203


www.thechequersgoldhanger.co.uk


Great home cooked food. Several local suppliers used.
Wonderful selection of cask ales, beers wines and spirits.

Great range of non-alcoholic drinks.
Pub games including bar billiards, darts and dominoes.

Dogs welcome.
Real fires and log burner.

Regular live music and events.
Great hospitality and friendly service.

Take away food, coffees, drinks & cakes available.

Dominic and the team look forward to welcoming you soon.
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If you would like a birthday or 
congratulations message (or 
any other message) included 
in the magazine then please 
let us know.
(See inside front cover)

Photos of village 
events are always 
very welcome.
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24-hour caring, supportive, professional
Private chapel of rest
Religious and non-religious funerals
Green & woodland funerals
Mercedes Benz hearse & limousines 
Hand crafted memorials
Funeral plans to give you peace of mind -
Golden Charter Funeral Plan Introducer

Maldon: 01621 854 293
7 Spital Road, Maldon, CM9 6DY

Southminster: 01621 774 557
44 Station Road, Southminster, CM0 7EW

enq@agsmithfunerals.co.uk

A.G. Smith
Est. 1912

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons

Serving our local community since 1912    |   www.agsmithfunerals.co.uk

CALL US TODAY FOR A QUOTE

01621     868 868 
OR VISIT WWW.BLACKWATERFUELS.CO.UK

LTD

WE GO THE EXTRA MILE

INDEPENDENT & LOCAL  
SUPPLIERS OF

DOMESTIC HEATING OIL 
& COMMERCIAL FUELS
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Word of the Month

Rapparee: noun
A bandit, robber.

07786 954656 or 07879 643583

01621 779640
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Megabrain Wordsearch 9 – What the Dickens?
NB Another Level 2 difficulty puzzle – 3 points!

19 words from the titles of Charles Dicken’s novels and Christmas books are hidden in the grid 
below. But there is NO LIST to help you!   THEN, when you’ve found them, the 39 unused 

letters read as a clue leading to a Dickens character.  Answer that and email it to 
pfrench2@hotmail.com to be immortalised in next month’s magazine!   Good luck!  

Sorry, bad day at the office. NO CLUES! (oh all right then! Some bits of two!)

Next month I have a hankering for FISH – or is it just that today’s Friday?

Y T I S O I R U C D T T
T E H I S M N A O I W N
I A B S P I A O R S I W
M N E M T L R R E E S D
E A N R O D O O H M T S
S O A E G D U R V I E C
R M U T U A L Y A H U R
M B L E S E I T I C B I
C O P P E R F I E L D C
R O C N I C K L E B Y K
K B A T T L E A G R O E
U P K C I W K C I P ! T

Note:  Usual rules apply – diagonal, horizontal and vertical words forwards and backwards, letters used more than once + 
unused letters read as a book to form the hidden question. 

NB.  This month’s answer has 9 letters (5,4)
Last month’s hidden ‘FORD CARS’ clue was ‘A GENTLE BREEZE RHYMING WITH A CHILDLESS COW’                            

Answer:   ZEPHYR  (rhymes with Heifer?)

Cars were (horiz.) Fusion, Explorer  (vert.) Kuga, Focus, Corsair, Consul, Sportage, Puma, Taurus, Edge  (diag.) KA, 
Orion, Galaxy, Mondeo, Popular, Capri, Transit, Squire, Fiesta, Cortina, Escape. 

Correct answers from   Mo Brooks (3)  Ruth Jolly (3)   Lorraine Alford (3) Carole Russell (3) Maureen Cheeseman (3)

 Current leaders 1st Maureen, 2nd Carole, 3rd Lorraine,  4th Ruth,  5th Mo,

mailto:pfrench2@hotmail.com


Page  of 29 40

An
sw

er
s 

ne
xt

 m
on

th

O
nl

in
e 

ga
m

es
 a

nd
 p

uz
zl

es
 to

 k
ee

p 
yo

u 
am

us
ed

O
nl

in
e 

ga
m

es
 a

nd
 p

uz
zl

es
: h

ttp
s:

//w
w

w.
ga

m
es

.c
o.

uk
/g

am
es

/
pu

zz
le

O
nl

in
e 

jig
sa

w
 p

uz
zl

es
: h

ttp
s:

//w
w

w.
jig

sa
w

pl
an

et
.c

om
/ 

O
nl

in
e 

br
ai

nt
ea

se
rs

, m
at

hs
 p

uz
zl

es
, w

or
d 

ga
m

es
, s

ud
ok

us
 

an
d 

m
em

or
y 

ga
m

es
: h

ttp
s:

//w
w

w.
m

in
dg

am
es

.c
om

/ 

https://www.games.co.uk/games/puzzle
https://www.games.co.uk/games/puzzle
https://www.jigsawplanet.com/
https://www.mindgames.com/
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Owers & Son  
Bricklaying  & General Building 

“Elvers”  Fish Street  Goldhanger  
 Maldon   Essex   CM9 8AT 

Telephone: 01621 788272   Mobile: 07745 204587 
E-Mail: mark.owers1@btinternet.com 

Brickwork, General Building, Plastering, Carpentry, Decorating, Fencing 
Tiling, Garden Clearance, Roofing, Fascias & Soffits, Guttering & Cladding 

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
FULL PUBLIC LIABILITY   -   FREE ESTIMATES & ADVICE

Carpets and 
Vinyls 

Seagrass,Sisal 
& Coir 

From Nic Lawrence 
Your Local Fitter 

Choose at Home 
Re- fits also undertaken 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

Very Reliable 25 Years Experience 
01621 869344 
07771 632028
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DID YOU KNOW?

An ingot of gold the size 

of a matchbox could 

be flattened 
into a sheet 
the size of 
a tennis 

court.

Children’s Pages

Kids Quiz
1. Which British passenger ship sank in the Atlantic Ocean in 1912, 

after hitting an iceberg?

2. Who was the president of the United States of America before 

Donald Trump?

3. Which gas is used to fill balloons?

4. Who had a pet owl called Hedwig?

5. What is a baby goat called?

6. The Sydney Opera House is in which country?

7. What sort of mythical animal is on the flag of Wales?

8. Name the world-famous prehistoric circle of stones in the English 

county of Wiltshire?

9. Pharaohs were the rulers of which ancient country?

10.In fictional books, who did Doctor Watson help to solve crimes?


Answers on page 36

I went to the zoo 
yesterday and saw a 
baguette in 
a cage. It 
was bread 
in captivity.
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Children’s Pages 
(Adults can join in too) 

Get your colouring pencils out
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Memorial
Stonemasons

Established in Danbury 1878

Bespoke memorials in association with AG Smith Funeral Directors 

Bespoke hand-carved designs 
Personal inscriptions 

Restoration and cleaning

Contact us to discuss your requirements
 and a free no obligation quotation

01621 502 262
agsmithfunerals.co.uk
enq@agsmithfunerals.co.uk
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Recipe of the month 
Quick peanut & chilli noodles

Preparation time 
Under 30 minutes 
Cooking time 
Less than 10 minutes 
Serves 
Serves 2 

Ingredients
• 100g dried wholewheat noodles

• 50g peanut butter
• 1 tablespoon fresh grated ginger
• 1 tablespoon sweet chilli sauce
• 2 tablespoons tamari or soy sauce
• Juice of 1 lime

• 2 spring onions
• 1 tablespoon roast salted peanuts, finely chopped 

(optional)

Method

1. Cook noodles in boiling water with a good pinch of 
salt according to packet instructions.

2. Meanwhile, whisk sauce ingredients together in a a 
bowl, adding 4 tablespoons of water to loosen the sauce.

3. Drain noodles, leaving a splash of water in the pan. Add the sauce, heat for 
a minute then toss through the noodles.

4. Garnish with the onions and chopped nuts (if using)
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Website of the 
Month


Your editors present a quirky, 
interesting, surprising or who-knows-
what website that may be of interest. 
Hand-curated by your intrepid cybernaut 
navigators Chris and Stephen 😃 


https://sanbornfiremaps.com/


Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.

Highly detailed 
maps created for 
US insurance firms 
during the 19th and 
20th centuries. The 
hand-drawn 
lettering is stunning.

Oven temperature conversions

Answers to September crossword Answers to Kids Quiz

1. Titanic (RMS Titanic)

2. Barrack Obama

3. Helium

4. Harry Potter

5. Kid

6. Australia

7. Dragon

8. Stonehenge

9. Egypt

10. Sherlock Holmes

https://sanbornfiremaps.com/
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Our collection day is Tuesday;
Landfill and Recycling on alternate weeks.

What goes where?

Mobile Library dates & times
Dates Location Stop name Arrives Leaves

The library visits every 
3 weeks on 
Wednesdays on the 
following dates:

15 April 2020
06 May 2020 
27 May 2020 
17 June 2020 

Check the Essex 
Libraries website or 
phone 0345 603 7628 
to confirm the above 
dates for the 
immediate future.

Ulting Doe’s Corner 9:40 9:55

Ulting Ulting Lane/Water Co. Houses 10:00 10:15

Heybridge Colne House 10:45 11:15

Heybridge Coopers Avenue 11:20 11:50

Heybridge Basin Bus Stop 12:00 12:15

Heybridge Basin Daisy Meadows car park 12:20 12:50

Goldhanger Village Hall 13:10 13:40
Heybridge Plantation Hall 14:45 15:15

Langford Little Hills 15:30 16:00

Essex Police Contacts

Call 999 (emergency) if:
• A crime is in progress
• Person suspected of a crime nearby
• There is a danger to life
• Violence is being used or threatened

Call 101 for any non-emergency contact 
with the Police. This number covers all of 
England and Wales but you get the option to 
speak to Essex Police. Alternatively you can 
report a crime and more at https://
www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/ 

The Goldhanger Neighbourhood Watch 
email system is free & confidential. It sends 
emails with information & advice on current 
issues in the village. Contact 
goldhangernw@outlook.com for more 
information.

Crimestoppers
0800 555 111

You can contact them anonymously with 
information about crime

Black or Blue

Non-recyclable 
for landfill

drink cartons

Black

2025 

1st October
22nd October
12th November
3rd December
24th December

Last post collection times:
9am Monday to Friday   7am Saturday

https://www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/
https://www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/
https://www.essex.police.uk/do-it-online/
mailto:goldhangernw@outlook.com
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BUS TIMETABLE
Monday to Friday
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BUS TIMETABLE
Saturday

Hedingham Omnibuses:

01206 769778
www.hedingham.co.uk 

Stephenson’s Buses:
For the Blackwater Link - 90

01702 541511 (0900-1730)
www.stephensonsofessex.com

The Blackwater Link - 90
Runs from Morrisons in Maldon to Witham Ebenezer Close (passes 

Witham Station)
Take the 95 to Bentalls and pick up the 90 there.

For more details contact 01702-541511

http://www.hedingham.co.uk
http://www.stephensonsofessex.com
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HEALTH
Blackwater Medical Centre 876760
Longfield Medical Centre 876433
Tollesbury Surgery 869204
St Peter's Hospital NHS (Maldon - no A&E) 725323
Broomfield Hospital NHS (Chelmsford, has A&E) 01245 362000
Colchester General Hospital NHS (has A&E) 01206 747474
NHS Advice (non-emergency) 111

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICES
Maldon District Council 854477
Job Centre Chelmsford 0845 606 0234
Local Police (non-emergency) 101 (puts you through to Essex Police)

HELP & ADVICE
Maldon Citizens Advice Bureau 841195
Social Services 08457 430 430
Victim Support (charity for victims of crime) 08 08 16 89 111
Women's Aid 01245 493114
Alcoholics Anonymous 01904 644026
Childline 0800 1111
Universal Credit Helpline 0800 328 5644
Salvation Army 853942
Gingerbread (Charity for single parents) 01245 352708
Outhouse East (LGBT Charity) 01206 871394 (7pm-10pm weekdays)
National Domestic Abuse/Violence Helpline 0808 2000 247 (open 24 hrs, every day)

(Free from mobiles and landlines)ELECTRICITY & WATER
UK Power Networks 0800 783 8838
Anglian Water (Sewage flooding) 03457 145 145
Essex & Suffolk Water 0345 782 0999

TRAVEL
National Rail Enquiries 0845 748 4950
Hedingham Omnibuses Ltd 01206 769778 or 564581
Regal Busways 01245 249001
First Eastern National Buses 0845 678 2977
Bus Station Chelmsford 01245 263859
Bus Station Colchester 01206 572478
Stansted Airport 0844 335 1803

SPORTS CENTRES
Blackwater Leisure Centre 851898
Witham Leisure Centre 0845 260 1535

This 
changeable weather 
don’t ‘arf upset my 

bunions.


